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INSTALLING SQL SERVER 200 8 EXPRESS ADVANCED EDITION FOR 
REDHORSE CRM 
 

This article will walk you thru the installation of SQL Server 2008 Express Advanced Edition. 

 
Step 1: Download SQL Server 200 8 Express Edition  

SQL Server 2008 R2 Express Edition with Advanced Services may be downloaded using this link: 

http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=25174 

Please choose to Save this file to disk when downloading so that it may be used more than once. It is not 

recommended to choose to Run from the download site. 

 

FEATURES 

Version  SQL Server 2008 Express Edition with Advanced Services 

Database engine X 

Full-text search X 

Reporting Services X 

Management Studio Basic X 

 
 
 
Step 2: Identify system requirements  

SQL Server 2008 Express Edition does not have significant system overhead requirements, particularly given the 

overpowered nature of many of today's newest servers. The minimum system requirements for SQL Server 2008 

Express Edition with Advanced Services are: 

 

SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS 

http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=25174
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Version   SQL Server 2008 Express Edition with Advanced Services 

RAM (minimum) 512 MB 

RAM (recommended) 1 GB 

Drive space 1.9 GB 

Processor (minimum) 1 GHz 

Processor 
(recommended) 

2 GHz 

IIS 6 or higher Yes 

Operating systems 
supported 

Windows XP SP2 Home,  Windows XP SP2 Professional,  Windows XP SP2 
Tablet,  Windows XP SP2 Media Center 2002,  Windows XP SP2 Media Center 
2004,  Windows XP Media Center 2005,  Windows Server 2003 Reduced Media,  
Windows XP Home Edition Reduced Media,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 Small 

Business Server R2 Standard,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 Small Business Server 
R2 Premium,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 Standard,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 
Enterprise,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 Data Center,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 

Web Edition,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 Small Business Server Standard,  
Windows Server 2003 SP2 Small Business Server Premium,  Windows Server 
2003 SP2 64-bit x64 Standard1,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 64-bit x64 Data 
Center1,  Windows Server 2003 SP2 64-bit x64 Enterprise1,  Windows Vista 

Ultimate,  Windows Vista Home Premium,  Windows Vista Home Basic,  Windows 
Vista Enterprise,  Windows Vista Business,  Windows Vista Ultimate 64-bit x64,  

Windows Vista Home Premium 64-bit x64,  Windows Vista Home Basic 64-bit x64,  
Windows Vista Enterprise 64-bit x64,  Windows Vista Business 64-bit x64,  

Windows Server 2008 Standard Server,  Windows Server 2008 Standard Server 
without Hyper-V,  Windows Server 2008 Enterprise,  Windows Server 2008 

Enterprise without Hyper-V,  Windows Server 2008 Data Center,  Windows Server 
2008 Data Center without Hyper-V,  Windows Server 2008 Web Edition,  Windows 
Server 2008 64-bit x64 Web Edition1,  Windows Server 2008 64-bit x64 Standard,  

Windows Server 2008 64-bit x64 Standard without Hyper-V1,  Windows Server 
2008 64-bit x64 Data Center,  Windows Server 2008 64-bit x64 Data Center 

without Hyper-V1,  Windows Server 2008 64-bit x64 Enterprise,  Windows Server 
2008 64-bit x64 Enterprise without Hyper-V1,  Windows XP Embedded SP2 

feature pack 20072,  Windows Embedded for Point of Service SP22 

Software 
prerequisites 

.NET Framework 3.5 SP1 

Microsoft Windows Installer 4.5 or later 
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Other requirements Connecting to Visual Studio 2005 require downloading and installing: Microsoft 
Visual Studio 2005 Service Pack 1 Update for Microsoft SQL Server 2008 Support 

at: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=E1109AEF-1AA2-
408D-AA0F-9DF094F993BF&displaylang=en 

 
Step 3: Install database software prerequisites  

There are a number of software prerequisites for SQL Server 2008 Express Edition. Before you can install the 

database software, you need to take the necessary steps to get these items installed. 

Install the following items in order. 

.NET Framework 3.5 SP1 

Download the .NET Framework 3.5 using this link: 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=AB99342F-5D1A-413D-8319-

81DA479AB0D7&displaylang=en  

After downloading, execute dotnetfx35setup.exe and follow the instructions to complete the installation.  

Windows Installe r 4.5 

Download Installer 4.5 using this link: 

http://support.microsoft.com/kb/942288  

After downloading, execute the downloaded file and follow the instructions to complete the installation.  

Windows P owerShell 1.0  

Download PowerShell 1.0 using this link: 

http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/technologies/management/powershell/download.mspx  

After downloading, execute the downloaded file and follow the instructions to complete the installation.  

 

Step 4: Create a SQL Server service account  

From a security perspective, it's best to run SQL Server as a normal everyday user. When possible, don't use the 

built-in service accounts on your SQL Server as this practice does not limit your server's attack surface as much as 

using an unprivileged user account. 

http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=AB99342F-5D1A-413D-8319-81DA479AB0D7&displaylang=en
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyId=AB99342F-5D1A-413D-8319-81DA479AB0D7&displaylang=en
http://support.microsoft.com/kb/942288
http://www.microsoft.com/windowsserver2003/technologies/management/powershell/download.mspx
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If you are installing on XP Pro or higher, or Server 2003 or higher, create a domain account named 

"SQLExpressUser" for this purpose. If you're joined to a domain -- which you should be -- use Active Directory 

Users and Computers. If you're just testing locally, use Computer Management to add the account. Make sure to 

also assign a strong password to the account. 

Configure this user account so that the password does not expire. In addition, anyone logging in as this user -- no 

one should be doing that though -- will not be able to change the password. 

Step 5: Install SQL Server 200 8 Express Edition  

Double-click the file SQLEXPRADV_x86_ENU.EXE to start the product installation. The contents of the file are 

extracted and the installation begins. 

The installation will begin on Planning. 

 

Select Installation on the left and then click New SQL Server stand-alone installation. 
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The first screen you're shown provides you with a list of items that may or may not give you trouble if you continue 

the installation. Note that the installer provides you with a complete status report to make it easy for you to 

determine what needs to be done. If you have any serious problems, correct them before you continue. Click OK to 

continue.  
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SQL Express is a free edition of SQL Server. You will not be required to enter a product key. Click Next to continue. 

 

Agree to the End User License Agreement and click Next. 
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You will be presented with a screen that shows you what prerequisites you need to get the express edition on your 

system. The installer will handle the installation of these prerequisites for you. Click the Install button to install these 

items. Once the items are installed, click the Next button. 

 

Again you will be shown a list of items that may or may not give you trouble if you continue the installation. If you 

have any serious problems, correct them before you continue. Click OK to continue.  
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Next, you will choose which features to install. Even though the Express Edition is free, it includes many of the 

features found in the Standard and Enterprise editions. In this step, you will choose Database Services, Full-Text 

Search, Reporting Services and Management Tools ï Basic.  

Choose the default location, C:\Program Files\Microsoft SQL Server, or if you want to install to a different location, 

click the Browse button to choose this new location. 

Click Next to continue. 
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Install SQL Server 2008 Express Edition using the default setting of Named Instance called ñSQLExpressò, unless 

other SQL Servers are located on the same machine. Click Next. 
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You will be notified if there is insufficient disk space to complete the installation. Click Next to continue. 

 

Service accounts are used in order to better protect your SQL Server -- and the rest of your network -- in the event 

of a security breach. If you run your SQL Server under an administrative account, you run the risk of additional 


